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Bizarre Theories Offered * 

Ti P s rTiit^ 

By John Jacobs and Ronald Kessler. :lr 

WMhiastoD Poet 3LA11 Wriun 

In investigatihg~the assassination of President Ken-x. . 
nedy„the FBI pursued tips from sources ranging from 
shoeshine bays«<t^ deranged spouses; and one agent » 
even speculated.that some chalk handwriting found 
inside. a boxcar in^Newport,. Miclu, could haver,been 
Lee Harvey Os^ald£ and should be investigated^** 

The 40,001 pages of FBI documents relating to the 
John . F. Kennedy^assassination, released yesterday ^ ' 
under a Freed omnf . Information Act request, reveal .*{. 
that the bureau^ak might be expected, was eager to . 
enhance its reputation, preserve its investigative 
territory from encroachment by other government £ t? 
agencies and investigate the backgrounds ot people-, . ^ 
who sent in tips^b^i^, ^ ' .■ ; r* 'X- , 

An_ example *jqL the- thoroughness with which the .. > « 
FBI f allowed* itpeJeads^ no matter how seemingly 
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A censored paxe from the FBI files-. 









' jfeBr&axaass| 

Inconaequental,. was a bulletin fromv tion and Natmaii2atiomServire in ad* letter sn^gesoag that Osw^ had, 
the Miami field office to Director . :J,;;v.'diUon to cabling unknown parties in- Ojn^afiy °tbe FBllrotei 

Edgar Hoover on Nov. 23. 1963, the day ( , : London. ^ ^ ^ ^ in its own files, “BufIl»-[Bureati Hies) 

after the assassination.. The Miami , An Italian from Vicenza wrote contain limited contact with Cong, 
agent relayed a Up from- a- shoeshine •- Hoover offering hinr services in tnr. . Martm ^alii.) and there is no de- 
boy that a Miami Beach .gangster., invesUgaUon. “I think to know whom to inionnaUon concerning-him.” 

known as “Jimmy Blue Eyes" wan* .has . had the idea «of ^shotting [sic] th*» FBI learned that William 

heard to remark: ^They? should have* T - JJf.-.Kermedy.^Gazzotto - Amedeo ^ chosen bv Ken- 

gotten , the whole"' family including. , wrote on April 2, 1964-‘Qo not think 

Robert Kennedy." *««?**- tb»t I am insane I X bur£T£>te*i 

Prior to a • gubernatorial , election-in . ( unin t elligib le) all the^vicissitudes of ^ -Boreau files contain no 

Louisiana, a source overheard a »yoj. his death. A.9^r &£ derogatory informaUonfon Blanches- 

in a Stetson hat say, "If we can't pjht a* It wair-noted on- the bottom of his * $ 

man'in by ballot we’ll get rid ef-this letter th*the was interviewed “in. the ' . ^ V^Angelei suggesl- 

one with a 3<«0» :The.JBt .investi-,. pres * BC e -pf the 163d- Military- Intel- 

gated men around, the state Capitol-'. Ugence Batt^o^ .U^. Forcet. - that rj*bbwtog grenpe-might lave 

who wore Stetsons discovering • that;'- And then there wakthe “four Jjckst the assassinatioa and: 

five state senators and three-state rep.- theory; This contribution to the tnves- >- .. , h ., t a 00Ter > s book “Master* 

resenutives did.. #pf tigafion was sent .^anonymously. £ ^ long been the “b.*hl«“; 

The files also contain-a report about^,..^JJ > . Kennetfer was^MUed by * nt- ■ ■ • such - 

* &J±isrgi 

fewe^tothe assassination. tT J otoer ret n.^ 

Something about the Kenned^- ae ; ^r was. done - 



Something about the, Kennedy;, as- d^TaWav-with. There ever. Hoover ordered a background 

sassination seemed to provoke pe<£ d D . ?*V , th<BT ~ check on Zerk,i_*commenung that 

pie’s paranoid, fears and resulted.* ^ are fourjacks here and th«e the geoe ^ tone of his com- 

large number of bizarre predictions^., ,^' f °“r,J acits ln a . R b ^ ^ municafion is insulting and prejndb 

One man , volunteered . toat . Jack j*/ ^ t he , ]BW -..about KennedTs death. rfcro v 

Ruby, who shot Oswald wh^- he was be - wa?' done away t'with by investigative real at other govern- 

being transferred front the Dallas city • . , - ratiwt".':: rk v r—‘ ment agencies that mi ght embarrass 

jail, did card trick* in. Munci£ Indt-^ jp. jjj ice vlpn M . /.feithkny,- wrote-; the- bureau. ’ 

ana, in 1942 while visltng leftist rela-R ^ 4bat sb „ (jj-e^ed about^Kennedys ,*'. a Dec. 18, 1363, memo, the FBI , 
fives, who ran a jewelry. store. Another „ . . { weekeibefore it happened^ ' , -<onrplaiired that the Secret Service . 

woman said her; husband’s, relatives- . . were the samfc exceot '‘was trying to establish that the burean. 

were "as mean as rattlesnakes’’ and -£J*£ wStawere in had had per^oal contact with 0»* 

could have killed. Kennedy. She* said. .% M . black, bold print” in the news* wald and *his wife prior to the d^tes? 
her husband had: been trying to drive but real xif e , it was ordin--, ^already acknowledged^by, the FBL- ; J 



her craxy for 16 years, but he was the 



“big, black, bold pnnf m iqc — — --- r-—- - T ^. 

paper but “in real life, it was ordin--, steady acjtnowledged^by. the FBL- . t 
ary print” v * '*• *Xharacteriiing * {his^^cTdispUyings 



U.U-V ^ ary print • . L,Qaraci.eir^u^ 

one who was really nut^v,*-. - . . Jack Mitchell' Clay, of. Rockford, '•.‘more than normal . interest in our 

An anonymous caller!ihformed informeiRlthe bureau that U .Ov^^activi ties- than would be considered 

vrt thnf th»* Irish Reoublican wfiod President, be ' " np.*k^t<(Larv in the Investisation of the 



FBI that the Irish Republican 
was coming to Dallas* to “commit 
hem on .that dtyJZ*The bureau. rel; 



aid hadn’t killed the- President; he 
L^WouJd- have:^ffe further advised, ac- 
-v cording to an April 9, -1964, FBI mgmo K 
, “that Jie would shoot^ny -jx?licej?ffk 
cer.. or- fiegnK wlw>- jet.-ri l "' 

porch ”.i y* r vJ t ! 



poafti H 

foot on his^l copyj -jp 
{ ^' before 



K%o- ^ 



necessary in the investigation of the; 
Presidents assassination,"' the memo* 
recommended ^dete rm ining the pur-' 
*<e&4hei.LDquiii» and- obtaining a 
the Secret Service's report j 

^ J to ilie^ubmiiJfid. J to the 



One informant dued the.^burean^ Wauen gomplsaq^^^, ‘V. 

In to the possibility !&aLa brack waiter ^,-,when then-U-S.-Ambassador-to^l ex- j 
at -a ' party Hn ’ W -Arlington ‘tnotd i^co Thomas C. Mann , attempted to^ 
!*1 ooked, - »uspacious.!^He could have ^pf&^siie- 1 a* ^pK»fflble^ -Cuban connection-; 
been connectecL^Pae informant sai± to the --aisa asi n ation. Hoover wrotg 
A Nov. , 27, 1963* memo summarizing thatr'he waa "one-'Of th»e pseudo^in^ 

this call ’noted that he thought per- vcst j gators a Sheriodr^Holmes.” M 

haps even. Richard Nixon arranged d Commenting, on ^request from the 

the assasanation, but he could furnish Z 'vvarreh- ' Commissioli that the FBI 

*no proof.^ . rr ,- • >try to determine the exact speed of; 

An FBI bulletin the r day after the the presidential motorcade when Ken-*i 
as5ass«natioh"sihgled ‘out an El Paso ^ nJN * v wa5 jhot^. Hoover said. “OK. Itj 
man convicted for sending an extop»>J sounds like -a JqP'bf pappycock toj 
tion note to ids mother. The El Paso' ^ .. r . | 

fie'd office thought he would fall . ^.pespiteJJie crackpou and the weird, 
“within the category of" bureau in^ (a j eg a^s. the FBI managed to keep; 
terest” inUhe-investigation because:^ a face. One deadpan report, 

his probation officer thought he re-^ • ^ es * l >e ^ arr tr*vestigaiion of the 



- - 4U04.cn wo W J n uv, ~ , 

c*ks ^ scribing where she and Lee stood cm 

Mot content to simply investigate' the subject of' America: ; 

tins the FBI also investigated the' - * “Me Use America. Lee no like' 

people-who- gave- them: : America 'Lee Hke; moon. 
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